Prognostic data of the second follow-up in childhood wheezy bronchitis.
206 non-selected children who had wheezy bronchitis before two years of age were observed in the first follow-up (1985) about 9 years after their clinical wheezy episode. Among them 31 patients (15%) showed bronchial hyperreactivity (B.H.) after acetylcholine challenge and 9 children became asthmatic. In the second follow-up (1988) 28 children who had B.H. and randomly 17 children who did not have B.H. participated. The prognosis of wheezy bronchitis is good, there was no new asthmatic child at this time. The B.H. was found to diminish only in 7 cases. During the last 3 years wheezy episodes developed only in 5 asthmatic patients. The skin prick test (SPT) positivity did not change (26% versus 29%). The familial atopy in the group B.H. is higher (43%) than in the group non B.H. (23%) but the difference is not significant (X2 = 1.72). No significant correlation was found between the familial atopy and SPT positivity. The familial smoking is higher in the group B.H. (78% versus 64%) but no significant influence on the B.H. (X2 = 1.03) could be detected.